
I want to make a difference in the lives of children and adults with disabilities by contributing to Oak Hill.Yes!

120 Holcomb Street • Hartford, CT 06112-1589 • Tel 860.242.2274 • Fax 860.242.3103 • info@OakHillCT.org

 My company will match this gift

 I have included Oak Hill in my estate plans

I am pleased to make a gift of:

 $25 $75 $100 $150 Other $_______

 My check is enclosed (Please make checks payable to OAK HILL)

 I would like to make my gift via credit card:

Credit card #: ______________________________ Exp. Date: ____/_____

Signature:__________________________________________________

To make a gift In Memory/In Honor of a loved one or friend; or to participate in
the Monthly Giving Program, please fi ll in the reverse side of the form. 

Email address: ____________________________
Spring 2019

March, 2019

Name
Company
Address 1
Address 2
Xtra Line
City, ST, Zip

Dear Friend,

“He now has the freedom to play at the level we knew he could”

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to face barriers to your independence? Here at Oak Hill we 
think about this every day. And it is because of your support that we are able break down these barriers. 
Sometimes in the most unusual, but incredibly important ways.

Faheem is a 15-year-old young man confi ned to a wheelchair who engages in the virtual freedom of 
video games. Gaming provides Faheem with an opportunity to experience a world with no limitations. 
No boundaries. No barriers. It is a place where he can connect with friends and participate at the same 
level as everyone else. He’s not “different” when he’s playing.

What Faheem’s peers on the other side of the screen don’t realize, is that he must step away from 
the game more often than most because of his physical restrictions and from sheer exhaustion. 
His exhaustion is caused by Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, a genetic disorder characterized by 
progressive muscle degeneration and weakness, caused by an absence of dystrophin, a protein that helps 
keep muscle cells intact.

Oak Hill’s New England Assistive Technology (NEAT) team was made aware of Faheem’s struggles 
with academics as well as his diffi culties playing video games through an assistive technology 
evaluation at a local school. Soon after, the team met with Faheem at his home and examined how 
he sat, his physical positioning, and how he held the controller. After a detailed evaluation, the team 
identifi ed solutions that will make playing much more comfortable and ergonomically appropriate, 
allowing for a better supported range of motion.

“Faheem is confi ned to a wheelchair, and the most useable tools he has are his hands,” said Nicole 
Feeney, Director of Technology Services at Oak Hill. “Gaming is his number one leisure activity. A way 
for him to gain social interaction with his peers. We get creative when working to enhance the lives of 
those we serve.”

The NEAT team determined that Faheem could better operate the controls if he used a SCUF controller. 
For Faheem, the buttons on a standard controller are diffi cult to hold down, which slows down his 
gaming and can be physically draining. The SCUF controller responds to a much lighter touch, making 
it easier for Faheem to operate; which enables him to spend more time connecting with friends in ways 
he otherwise might not be able to.



Commemorative Gift Information
I would like my gift to be: In memory/In honor of:

___________________________________________

Please send family/honoree acknowledgment to:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City: _________________ State: _____ Zip: _______

Event: (Anniversary/Birthday, etc.) _____________

Monthly Donor Enrollment
Your monthly gift can make a lasting difference, and it’s so simple! Just 
complete the information below, choose the amount you would like 
to contribute each month, and we’ll take care of the rest.

  Yes, I would like to become a Monthly Donor and authorize the
following amount to be deducted from my credit card:

 $5     $10     $15     $20     $__________
Please charge the above amount to my:   Visa   MC   Discover
on the fi rst of each month beginning:    Month _______  Year _______

Credit Card#: _________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _____/________  Security Code: ________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Questions? Contact: Eloise Mongillo, Vice President, Development and Communications  • 860.769.3854  •  Eloise.Mongillo@OakHillCT.org
THANK YOU FOR CREATING A LIFE FILLED WITH POSSIBILITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES!

Oak Hill sets the standard, partnering with people with disabilities to provide services and solutions 
promoting independence, education, health and dignity.  For information on specifi c programs and 
services please visit OakHillCT.org or call 860.242.2274.

It is because of the collaborative efforts of your support and the professional expertise from Oak 
Hill’s assistive technology team, that Faheem is overcoming barriers and unlocking his next
adventure; making significant strides in staying connected to his peers and his passion -
enhancing his life significantly.

You are the lifeline to children and adults just like Faheem throughout Connecticut. The lifeline
that creates a meaningful way to build and strengthen the lives of those who otherwise wouldn’t
have these opportunities.

Large or small, every gift you contribute to Oak Hill will work wonders for people of all ages
with disabilities in Connecticut. Please consider helping to improve the lives of those we serve
and donate to Oak Hill today. 

On behalf of everyone at Oak Hill, thank you for caring. 

Barry Simon
President & CEO, Oak Hill 

Assistive Technology is not just a tool. It is a mindset. A mindset of access.

“Ever since the NEAT team introduced me to this controller, it has made such a change for me. The 
SCUF controller is comfortable for me to hold. It is light weight and so awesome,” said Faheem. “I 
recommend this controller to kids with disabilities that have trouble fi nding comfort in gaming.”

It is because of the collaborative efforts of your support and the professional expertise from Oak Hill’s 
assistive technology team, that Faheem is overcoming barriers and unlocking his next adventure; 
making signifi cant strides in staying connected to his peers and his passion - enhancing his life 
signifi cantly. 

You are the lifeline to children and adults just like Faheem throughout Connecticut. The lifeline that 
creates a meaningful way to build and strengthen the lives of those who otherwise wouldn’t have these 
opportunities. 

Large or small, every gift you contribute to Oak Hill will work wonders for people of all ages with 
disabilities in Connecticut. Please consider helping to improve the lives of those we serve and donate to 
Oak Hill today. 

On behalf of everyone at Oak Hill, thank you for caring. 

Barry Simon

President & CEO, Oak Hill 

Assistive Technology is not just a tool. It is a mindset. A mindset of access.

To donate today, 
visit OakHillCT.org or
contact Eloise Mongillo
at 860.769.3854 or
Eloise.Mongillo@OakHillCT.org


