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With Gratitude to Our  
Emily Wells Foster Society
There are many ways to make 
a difference, but choosing to 
leave a legacy is among the most 
meaningful. By including Oak Hill 
in your future plans, you have made 
a remarkable commitment to the 
children, adults, and families we 
serve, not only for today, but for 
generations to come. 

Your generosity is an expression of 
hope. It says that every child deserves 
the opportunity to learn, every 
individual deserves to be seen for their 
abilities, and every family deserves 
the support to build a brighter 
future. Because of your compassion 

and foresight, lives will continue  
to be changed long after today.

We are honored that you have 
chosen Oak Hill to be part of 
your legacy. Your gift is more 
than a future investment. It is a 
lasting promise that the work we 
do together will continue to open 
doors, create opportunities, and 
transform lives for years to come.

We Want to Hear From You!
We value your commitment to 
making a difference and want to help 
you explore the opportunity to create 
lasting impact through  planned 
giving. Thoughtfully talking  
about estate planning can maximize 
the impact of your support while

providing tax benefits to you.  
Your generous contribution will 
not only help sustain our programs 
and services but also ensure a 
brighter future for generations to 
come. Contact Lucy McMillan at 
lmcmillan@gileadcs.org to discuss a 
plan that resonates and inspires you. 
Embrace the opportunity to be a 
part of something greater – continue 
transforming lives at Oak Hill today!

Together, we can continue to make  
a profound difference in the Oak Hill 
community and beyond…

IN THIS ISSUE
A Legacy of Love:  
The Chudnow Family
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 Legacy that Lives On
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SAVE THE DATE:  
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Virtual Event
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Thank you for believing in 
Oak Hill’s mission and leaving 
a legacy of hope that will be 
felt by countless individuals 
and families for generations.

Celebrating Our  
Legacy Society. 
Visit OakHillCT.org to 
join us in recognizing 
our 2026 Emily Wells 
Foster Society Members. 



SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH THE DIGNITY THEY DESERVE. (the Chudnows legacy gift message) 

A Legacy of Love:  
 The Chudnow Family’s Journey with Oak Hill

When Beth and David Chudnow talk about Oak Hill, 
they don’t talk about an organization. They talk about family.

For nearly 40 years, Oak Hill has been the place where their son Brian has been cared 
for, encouraged, and surrounded by people who know him well. It also gave Beth and 

David something they never imagined they would find: peace of mind. 

This August, Beth and David Chudnow will celebrate 
54 years of marriage. Together they raised three 
children: Brian, Matthew, and Rachel.

Brian, their firstborn, was born during a Chicago 
snowstorm in January 1977. Although his birth 
appeared normal, it soon became clear he wasn’t 
reaching developmental milestones.

Seeking more support, the family moved to 
Connecticut. As Brian grew older, Beth and David 
faced the question so many families do: how could they 
meet his increasing needs while caring for their other 
children? Their options were limited until they learned 
Oak Hill had been selected to open a new group home. 
Before the home was even purchased, they met  
with Oak Hill staff, including Stan Soby.

“They listened,” David recalls. “Oak Hill had a great 
reputation. We knew Brian’s needs would be cared for.”

Brian moved into his Oak Hill home on January 9, 
1988 – his 11th birthday – and almost immediately, 
they saw a difference.

 Today, Brian has called Oak Hill home for 39 years. 
He enjoys spending time with his housemates, listening 
to music, watching sports, and finding comfort 
in familiar routines and relationships. His move 
transformed life for the entire family.

“�It gave us the ability to focus on our other children,” Beth 
says. “I became more of a whole person with balance in my 
life. I could enjoy Brian without always being his primary 
caregiver, and truly be there for Matthew and Rachel.”

Oak Hill became more than Brian’s home – it became  
a trusted partner for the entire family.

“�They were my lifeline,” Beth says of staff members 
Nina Rice, Mary Beth Delaney, Chris Covey, and Kathy 
Pappilo. “They loved Brian. They were kind, caring, 
kept us informed, and always followed through.”

 After experiencing how profoundly Oak Hill changed 
their lives, Beth and David chose to become Legacy 
Society members so other families could experience the 
same hope and peace of mind.

“We can leave something behind that helps  
	 continue the care Brian received,” David says.  
“Brian moving to Oak Hill saved our family.”

Their planned gift reflects a simple belief: every family 
deserves the opportunity to experience the same 
support, stability, and peace of mind they found.

“It creates a better quality of life, not only for the 	
	 individual, but for the whole family,” David says. 
“Our other children wouldn’t be where they are 	
	 today if Brian hadn’t had that support.”

When asked what they hope never changes about 
Oak Hill, Beth doesn’t hesitate. “People here are 
treated like family. There’s a level of care and  
respect that’s expected, and that’s what has  
always given us confidence.”

Through their planned gift, Beth and David hope 
future generations of families will experience the same 
compassionate care that transformed their lives nearly 40 
years ago. Their message to anyone considering a legacy gift 
is simple.“Support people with the dignity they deserve.”

For Beth and David, gratitude has become a legacy. 
They hope more families will find the same peace of 
mind they did when Brian came to Oak Hill.



2  The Oak Hill 2024 Report

1,080

295

Bus Trips to Broadway shows, 
Yankee Stadium games,  
and cities like Newport, RI  
and Boston. 9
430 

90 % Senior citizens gained  
access to technology 
and personalized training 
through an innovative  
partnership with the CT 
Department of Aging and 
Disability Services, reducing  
social isolation and  
opening doors to 
community engagement. 

NOTEWORTHY  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

of parents and guardians 
in our Community Pro-
grams shared that their 
loved ones are actively 
engaged in meaningful 
activities and services that 
deepen their connection  
to their local communities.

COMMUNITY  
PROGRAMS

Unique Meet-Up and  
Social Club events  
hosted across  
Oak Hill. 29

 Individuals  
served by Gilead  
programming.2,010 
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INTEGRATED CENTERS
Assistive technology 
(AT) and augmentative 
alternative  
communication (AAC) 
devices, applications   
and tools were 
loaned to individuals  
transforming  
their lives. 

Through a new two-year partnership 
with the CT Department of 
Developmental Services, individuals 
receiving DDS funding across 
CT’s North and South regions, 
including Oak Hill group homes, 
now have streamlined access to our 
comprehensive assistive technology 
(AT) evaluations. We received  
referrals and began  
providing services to

OAK HILL SCHOOL
of all parents and guardians 
from Oak Hill School (OHS) 
felt that their loved one had 
displayed enhanced  
confidence and self-esteem  
because of the services  
provided by OHS.

LEAPS OF FAITH: HOW LEGACY GIVING TRANSFORMS OAK HILL
IMPACT DATA

individuals.

86 %

Individuals supported 
through our AT & AAC  
services encompassing  
evaluation, consultation,  
and training to deliver  
personalized outcomes. 

280



Every day at Oak Hill, individuals are discovering 
new passions, building confidence, and embracing 
experiences that enrich their lives. One of those 
experiences is adaptive waterskiing through Leaps of 
Faith, where participants experience the excitement and 
freedom of gliding across the water with the support of 
trained volunteers and adaptive equipment.

For many, it is more than a day on the water. It 
is a chance to do something they may have never 
imagined possible, to build confidence, and to 
experience the pride that comes from discovering 
what they can achieve.

Moments like these do more than create memories. 
They remind every participant that their potential is 
limitless when given the opportunity, support, and 
encouragement to succeed.

Experiences like adaptive waterskiing, along with 
art and music therapy, assistive technology, cultural 
recreation, and other innovative programs, are made 
possible through the generosity of supporters who 
believe in Oak Hill’s mission.

When you include Oak Hill in your estate 
plans, you help ensure that these life-changing 
opportunities continue for generations to come. 

Your legacy can give someone the chance to discover 
a new passion, gain confidence, or experience a 
moment that changes the way they see themselves.

Together, we can continue creating moments 
of courage, confidence, and possibility for every 
person we serve.

More Than a Future Donation – An Investment In Possibility.

LEAPS OF FAITH: HOW LEGACY GIVING TRANSFORMS OAK HILL

Scan for  
Leaps of Faith 

Video

Danny learning his moves 
outside the water first.

MYTH OR TRUTH? 
Myth:  My estate has to be large to make an impact.

Truth: �By including Oak Hill in your estate plan for any amount, you make a lasting impact 
and a tremendous difference. Your estate may be larger than you think. Non-cash 
assets, like insurance policies and stocks, are often a significant part of your wealth.



After nearly 40 years of service, Chief Administrator 
for Education Ana Wittig is retiring. Her career 
reminds us that a legacy is not measured by titles or 
years of service. It is measured by the lives we touch 
and the opportunities we create for others.

When Ana joined Oak Hill in January 1987, she 
wasn’t convinced she had found her calling.

“�My first day in the classroom, I thought I was 
going to resign,” she recalls. “I decided to wait a 
month, and that month turned into 40 years.”

What changed her mind was the people.

“It was such a family. I felt useful.  
I felt that I was doing something 
very important in my life.

That sense of purpose shaped an extraordinary 
career. Ana grew from assistant teacher to Chief 
Administrator for Education, helping lead Oak Hill 
through decades of growth and innovation. She 
championed new approaches to learning, expanded 
educational opportunities, and inspired colleagues to 
see every student’s potential, never their limitations.

For Ana, the greatest accomplishments were 
never found in a job title. They were found in the 
relationships she built with students, families, and 
colleagues. She still stays connected with families years 
after their children have left Oak Hill, a reflection of 

the trust, compassion, and commitment that have 
defined her career. Her leadership has always been 
guided by one simple belief: every child deserves the 
opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive.

When asked how she hopes people will remember her, 
Ana’s answer says it all.

“I hope I brought fun into teaching 
and learning... Never limit kids.”

Ana’s story is also Oak Hill’s story. Every day, 
dedicated staff members transform lives through 
compassion, innovation, and an unwavering belief 
in the people they serve. Their impact reaches far 
beyond a classroom or a program. It lives on in every 
milestone achieved, every family supported, and every 
life made more independent and fulfilling.

As Ana reflects on Oak Hill’s future, she offers a 
reminder that captures the heart of our mission.

“What we do matters. A child now  
is an adult 20 years from now, with  
more independence and dignity.”

As we honor Ana’s retirement, we also celebrate the 
enduring power of a life dedicated to service. Her 
story reminds us that each of us has the opportunity 
to leave a legacy. Whether through the work we do, 
the lives we touch, or the gifts we leave behind, we can 
help ensure that Oak Hill continues transforming lives 
for generations to come.

Legacy is not measured by years of service, 
BUT RATHER BY THE LIVES WE TOUCH 
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L E G A C Y  G I F T S  C O M E  I N  M A N Y  F O R M S

Scan for virtual 
event link!

Join us on September 18, 11am-
12pm at Gilead Community 
Services, 222 Main Street  
Extension, Middletown CT  
for an insightful educational 
event exploring the ins and 
outs of making a lasting impact!
We’ll cover the important aspects of 
planning and implementing planned gifts, 
helping you understand how to make  
the most of your charitable contributions.

Whether you’re a seasoned donor or just 
starting to consider legacy giving, join 
us for a meal as we engage and provide 
valuable information and resources. 

If you are unable to attend 
in person, please join us for 
a virtual event on Tuesday, 
September 22, from 4pm-5pm 
at this link: bit.ly/4vM0Pyn?=qr

For more info or to RSVP,  
contact Lucy McMillan:  
lmcmillan@gileadcs.org  
or 860.301.6634

120 Holcomb Street
Hartford, CT 06112-1589

Commit to Emily’s Legacy!


