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A Newsletter for Friends of Oak Hill
What Inclusion Truly Looks Like

This spring, something extraordinary happened.

Fifty Oak Hill individuals set out on a journey that became far more than a vacation. It became a powerful reminder
of what inclusion, connection, and community truly look like when given the chance to thrive.

This is one of those stories...

Oak Hill’s Community Programs set sail with fifty
individuals on an unforgettable 7-night journey aboard the
MSC Meraviglia. More than a vacation, this experience was
a celebration of inclusion, connection, and community in its
truest form.

Individuals of all ability levels, from independent travelers
to those requiring higher levels of support, came together to
experience the joy of travel, friendship, and belonging.

From the moment they stepped onboard, the energy was
undeniable. Evening dinners quickly became the heartbeat
of each day, filled with cheering, dancing entrances, themed

celebrations, and laughter that carried throughout the ship.

During the voyage, individuals embraced every opportunity

for connection. They sang karaoke, danced late into the night, swam, played bingo, attended live performances, and
spent quiet moments taking in the beauty of the ocean. Wherever music played, Oak Hill individuals were never
far behind, inviting others to join in with a joy that was impossible
to ignore.

Themed nights became unforgettable highlights, from tropical
celebrations to elegant galas and vibrant 60s, 70s, and 80s dance
parties. Karaoke brought powerful moments of courage, as
individuals stepped onto the stage, some for the very first time, met
with overwhelming encouragement and applause.

Beyond the ship, the group explored Port Canaveral, Ocean Cay,
and Nassau. From the shores of Cocoa Beach to local markets and
shared meals, each excursion offered opportunities for independence,
discovery, and connection.
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and sense of community. Time and again, they

spoke about the joy Oak Hill brought to the ship.

Behind the scenes, this experience was made
possibleby thededication of Oak Hill’s Community
Programs staff. Months of planning ensured that
every individual could participate fully, safely, and
with dignity.

For Shirley Lyn, Director of Recreation, the
cruise represented something much bigger than a
week away. It was an opportunity for individuals
to explore new experiences, build confidence, and
create lasting memories. Reflecting on her favorite
moment, she shared, “The moment I realized

cveryonc was having a great time. EVCI‘y0ﬂ€

was simply being themselves and enjoying the
experience, whatever that looked like.”

More than a trip, this journey was a reflection of what inclusion truly looks like. It was a reminder that
when opportunities are created, individuals with disabilities can explore, connect, and thrive in ways

that are meaningful, joyful, and lasting.

Save the Date: 32nd Annual Oak Hill Golf Classic




Join us on October 5, 2026, at TPC River Highlands for the Oak Hill Golf Classic proudly brought
to you by JMR Stafhing.

For more than 30 years, the Oak Hill Golf Classic has brought together mission and passion to create an
unforgettable day on the course while raising critical funds to support children and adults with disabilities.
Whether you choose to play, become a sponsor, make a donation, or simply share this event with your network,
your support helps create lasting impact for the people and families we serve every day.

Scan the QR code to visit our event website, where you can:
e View sponsorship opportunities

e Make a donation

o Explore the day-of event schedule

e Learn more about the tournament

Questions? Interested in Sponsoring? Contact Michael Hoffer, Director of Annual Giving, at
michael.hoffer@oakhillct.org for sponsorship information or to learn more.

Together, we can turn a day on the course into a lifetime of opportunity. Join us in making a difference that
lasts far beyond the final putt.




Spotlight on Accessibility: Meet Gannon and Bronco

At Oak Hill, accessibility means creating opportunities,
supporting independence, and ensuring everyone can
engage with the world in ways that work best for them.

Helping lead that mission is Gannon, Accessibility
Specialist for the Blind and Low Vision program,
alongside his guide dog, Bronco.

Since joining Oak Hill in spring 2025, Gannon has
worked closely with individuals in the blind and low
vision community, helping them access resources,
navigate daily challenges, and build skills for greater
independence. He also partners across Oak Hill to
ensure accessibility is built into programs and materials
from the start.

For Gannon, accessibility is personal.

After losing his vision at 17, he had to relearn how
to navigate the world. That experience shaped his
understanding of the importance of support, self-
advocacy, and resilience, which he now uses to guide
others.

“Ive had a lot of help in my life,” Gannon shared.
“I wanted to use those experiences to support other

people.”

Gannon is also passionate about breaking down
misconceptions around blindness. From assumptions
about how blindness “looks” to how people interact, he
works to build greater awareness and understanding in
everyday spaces.

His journey toward independence recently included
being matched with Bronco, his guide dog from
Freedom Guide Dogs in upstate New York. While focused and attentive in harness, Bronco is a playful Labrador
off duty who loves squeaky toys, naps, and exploring the world around him.

Beyond companionship, Bronco has brought a new level of confidence and ease to Gannon’s daily life.

“He shares the mental load,” Gannon said. “He is my eyes.”

When asked what message he would share with young people with disabilities, Gannon’s answer was simple:
“You can do whatever you want and find your purpose in life.”

Through his work, Gannon continues to help others do exactly that.



Honoring the Legacy of Matt Zewinski

Some people leave a lasting imprint on an
organization. For Oak Hill, Matt Zewinski was one
of them.

Matt served both as a member of Oak Hill’s Board of
Directors and as Chair of the Oak Hill Foundation
Board.

Since joining the Oak Hill community in 2019, Matt
brought a rare and powerful energy to everything he
touched. His belief in the mission was unwavering,
and because of that, others believed too.

He had a remarkable ability to connect people

to work, not just through words, but through
authenticity, pride, and conviction. His leadership
inspired action.

Under Matt’s guidance, the Oak Hill Golf Classic
became more than an event. It became a reflection
of community, generosity, and shared purpose.
Participation grew; engagement deepened, and what
was once just a fundraiser, became an experience
people genuinely wanted to be part of.

As Chair of the Foundation Board, Matt was equally
committed to the future. He approached the growth
of the endowment with intention and discipline,
always focused on long-term sustainability and

impact.
He understood that true leadership means building something that lasts.

Beyond his accomplishments, Matt brought a quiet confidence, sharp humor, and genuine warmth that made
others feel at ease. He led with both strength and heart.

His legacy lives on in every relationship he built, every person he inspired, and every life impacted through his
work at Oak Hill.

To honor his extraordinary commitment, the Matt Zewinski Memorial Fund has been established within the
Oak Hill Endowment. This fund will help sustain and strengthen services for generations to come.

Matt believed in what Oak Hill could become.
And because of him, we are closer to that future.

We extend our deepest condolences to Matt’s family, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing him.
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